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Neal R. Norrick  
 

 
 
A.1. Current position 

Name of 
University/Institution 

Saarland University  

Department English Linguistics  
Address and Country 66123 Saarbrücken   
Phone number   E-mail norrick@mx.uni-saarland.de 
Current position Chair of English Linguistics (retired) From 1997 
Espec. cód. UNESCO 5705.99  
Palabras clave HUMOR, IRONÍA, PRAGMÁTICA, DISCURSO  

 
A.2. Education 

PhD University Year 
Studies of Philosophy, English 
Philology, General Linguistics  

Lehigh University, , University of North 
Carolina, Regensburg University  

1966-77  

 B.A.  
 Lehigh University  
 

 1970   

  M.A.   University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  1972 
  Dr. phil.   Regensburg University  1977   

 
 
Part B. CV SUMMARY (max. 3500 characters, including spaces) 
 
Neal R. Norrick held the chair of English Linguistics at Saarland University in Saarbrücken, 
Germany from 1997 to 2013. His research specializations include conversation, narrative, 
verbal humor and formulaicity. Professor Norrick acts as Co-Editor in Chief of the Journal of 
Pragmatics, and he serves on the advisory boards of the journals Discourse Processes, Humor, 
International Review of Pragmatics, Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict and Text & Talk. He 
is an elected member of the advisory board of the International Pragmatics Association. 
 
Part C. RELEVANT MERITS 

 
C.1. Publications (including books) 
 
C.1.1. Journal articles 
1. Narratives of vicarious experience in conversation. Language in Society 42 (2013): 1-22.    
 
2. Aggression in storytelling performance. Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict 1 

(2013): 9-36.  
3. Listening practices in English conversation. Journal of Pragmatics 44 (2012): 566–576. 
4. Remembering for narration and autobiographical memory. Language and Dialogue 2:2 

(2012): 193-215. 
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5. Swearing in literary prose fiction and conversational narrative. Narrative Inquiry 22 
(2012): 21-49. 

6. Conversational recipe telling. Journal of Pragmatics 43 (2011): 2740-2761. 
7. Incorporating listener evaluation into stories. Narrative Inquiry 20, 1 (2010): 183-204. 
 
8. Listening practices in television interviews. Journal of Pragmatics 42 (2010), 525–543. 
 
9. Humor in interaction. Language and Linguistics Compass 3 (2010): 1–13.  
 
10. Laughter before the punch line during the performance of narrative jokes in 

conversation. Text & Talk 30 (2010): 75–95.  
 
11. The interplay of humor and conflict in conversation and scripted humorous 

performance. Humor 23 (2010): 83–111.  (with Alice Spitz) 
 
12. The construction of multiple identities in elderly narrators' stories. Ageing & Society 29 

(2009), 903-927. 
 
13. Interjections as pragmatic markers. Journal of Pragmatics 41 (2009), 866-891. 
 
14. A theory of humor in interaction. Journal of Literary Theory 3, 2 (2009): 261-283. 
 
15. Using large corpora of conversation to investigate narrative: The case of interjections in 

conversational storytelling performance. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 13 
(2008), 438-464. 

 
16. Humor as a resource for mitigating conflict. Journal of Pragmatics  40 (2008), 1661-1686.  
17. (with Alice Spitz). 
 
18. Negotiating the reception of stories in conversation: Teller strategies for modulating 

response. Narrative Inquiry 18 (2008), 131–151. 
 
19. Interdiscourse humor: Contrast, merging, accommodation. Humor 20 (2007): 389–413. 
 
20. Humour in oral history interviews. Oral History 34 (2006), 85-94.   
 
21. Interactional remembering in conversational narrative. Journal of Pragmatics 37 (2005),  
22. 1819-1844. 
 
C.1.2. Books 
 
1. Conversational narrative. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2000 (2nd edition, 2010). 
  
C.1.4. Edited work 
 
2. Handbook of Pragmatics, vol. 1: Theoretical Foundations, eds. W. Bublitz and N. R. Norrick. 

Berlin: de Gruyter, 2011.  
 
3. Humor in interaction., eds. N. R. Norrick and D. Chiaro. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2009 (2nd 
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edition, 2011). 
 
4. Journal of Pragmatics (Special Issue: Pragmatic markers) 41(5) 2009. 
 
5. Exploring humo(u)r, laughter, language and culture – Textus XXI, 2008. (eds. D. Chiaro and N. 

R. Norrick) 
 
6. Phraseology: An international handbook of contemporary research (HSK vol. 28, 1-2), eds. H. 

Burger; D. Dobrovol’skij; P. Kühn; N. R. Norrick. Berlin: de Gruyter, 2007.   
 
 
C.2. EDITOR 
 
 
2004-2009   Special Issues Editor, Journal of Pragmatics 
since 2000 Advisory Boards: Discourse Processes; Humor; International Review of Pragmatics; 

Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict; Lodz Papers in Pragmatics; Text & Talk; 
International Pragmatics Society Consultation Board 

since 2010 Co-Editor in Chief, Journal of Pragmatics 
 
C.3. MAIN INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
1997-2013   Professor Saarland University 
         Chair of English Linguistics 
 
 C. 4. MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Elected member of the advisory board of the International Pragmatics Association. 
 


